
 
 

Community Analysis 
Emily Jones Pointer Public Library 

 
  



Como Public Library 2008 
 

Community Analysis 2 

I. Agency Profile 4 

A. Agency information sheet ................................................................................... 4 
B. Web page address ............................................................................................. 4 
C. Map of service area ............................................................................................ 4 
D. Hours of operation .............................................................................................. 5 
E. Statistical information ......................................................................................... 5 

1. Circulation by Dewey 10’s ............................................................................... 5 
2. Circulation by item type ................................................................................... 9 
3. Program statistics ......................................................................................... 10 
4. SLP statistics ................................................................................................ 10 
5. User Count statistics ..................................................................................... 11 

II. Community Overview ................................................................................................ 11 
A. Ride-Around summation .................................................................................. 11 
B. History of the library ......................................................................................... 12 
C. History of the community .................................................................................. 13 

III. Annual Community Events ....................................................................................... 14 
IV. Business Services .................................................................................................... 14 

A. Three largest employers in your community .................................................... 14 
B. Health ............................................................................................................... 15 

1. Hospitals ....................................................................................................... 15 
2. Clinics ........................................................................................................... 15 
3. Nursing home / rest homes ........................................................................... 15 
4. Other health related organizations and services ........................................... 16 

V. Clubs, Organizations and Neighborhood Associations ............................................. 16 
A. Youth organizations and centers ...................................................................... 16 
B. Neighborhood Associations.............................................................................. 16 
C. Civic Organizations .......................................................................................... 16 
D. Clubs – Garden, Country, Hobby ..................................................................... 17 
E. Fraternal Organizations .................................................................................... 17 
F. Housing associations (n/a) ............................................................................... 17 
G. Charitable organizations (n/a) .......................................................................... 17 
H. Social agencies ................................................................................................ 18 
I. Legal Aid ............................................................................................................. 18 
J. Labor unions (n/a) ............................................................................................... 18 
K. Veteran’s organizations (n/a) ........................................................................... 18 
L. Cultural Organizations and activities ................................................................ 18 

1. Art Societies/Councils (n/a) ........................................................................... 18 
2. Dramatic Groups ........................................................................................... 18 
3. Book clubs/Literary societies (n/a) ................................................................ 18 
4. Museums (n/a) .............................................................................................. 18 
5. Symphonies/Opera/Music (n/a) .................................................................... 19 
6. Dance (n/a) ................................................................................................... 19 

M. Other (n/a) ........................................................................................................ 19 
VI. Demographics .......................................................................................................... 19 

A. Population ........................................................................................................ 19 
1. Numbers ....................................................................................................... 19 



Como Public Library 2008 
 

Community Analysis 3 

2. Ages .............................................................................................................. 19 
3. Changes / Trends (n/a) ................................................................................. 19 
4. Ethnic makeup .............................................................................................. 20 
5. Foreign languages spoken (n/a) ................................................................... 20 
6. Education levels ............................................................................................ 20 

B. Housing ............................................................................................................ 21 
1. Types of housing in service area .................................................................. 21 
2. House sales by Zip Code (n/a) ..................................................................... 21 
3. Average cost per square foot for new construction (n/a) ............................... 21 
4. Average size of housing (n/a) ....................................................................... 21 
5. Average number living in a single dwelling ................................................... 21 

C. Economic ......................................................................................................... 22 
1. Unemployment rate ....................................................................................... 22 
2. Average income ............................................................................................ 22 
3. Percentage of types of jobs .......................................................................... 22 

D. Zip Code map (n/a) .......................................................................................... 22 
VII. Education ................................................................................................................ 22 

A. Public & Private Schools .................................................................................. 22 
B. Universities & Colleges .................................................................................... 23 
C. Home School Groups ....................................................................................... 23 
D. Child Care Services ......................................................................................... 23 
E. Other Libraries (n/a) ......................................................................................... 23 

VIII. Government ........................................................................................................... 23 
A. Government Offices ......................................................................................... 23 

1. City ................................................................................................................ 23 
2. County .......................................................................................................... 25 
3. State ............................................................................................................. 26 

B. Political party organizations (n/a) ..................................................................... 26 
IX. Media ....................................................................................................................... 26 

A. Newspapers ..................................................................................................... 26 
B. Radio stations .................................................................................................. 27 
C. Television stations ............................................................................................ 27 

X. Parks & Recreation ................................................................................................... 27 
A. Parks (n/a)........................................................................................................ 27 
B. Recreation center (n/a) .................................................................................... 27 
C. Major attractions ............................................................................................... 27 
D. City/County sports leagues .............................................................................. 27 

XI. Religious Groups ..................................................................................................... 28 
A. Churches .......................................................................................................... 28 
B. Synagogues (n/a) ............................................................................................. 28 
C. Mosques (n/a) .................................................................................................. 28 

XII. Transportation ......................................................................................................... 28 
A. Buses ............................................................................................................... 28 
B. Taxis (n/a) ........................................................................................................ 28 
C. Airports (n/a) .................................................................................................... 28 

 



Como Public Library 2008 
 

Community Analysis 4 

I.Agency Profile 

A. Agency information sheet  
 

Date: 10/19/2007 
Branch: Como 
Address: 104 South Main Street  PO BOX 128  Como, MS  

38619 
Phone: 662-526-5283 
Fax: 662-526-5283 
Email: como@firstregional.org 
Staff: 

Total number of Staff: 4 
Professional Staff:: 1 Branch Manager 
Library Assistants: 1 
Pages: 2 
Full-time Equivalent: 1.675 

The Building: 
Date opened: July 24, 1977 
Total square feet: 2597 
Seating capacity: 60 
Square feet in meeting rooms 240 
Number of meeting rooms: 1 
Other rooms: 8 

Parking spaces: 
Regular: 8 
Handicapped 1 

Handicapped Accessibility:  
Bathrooms: 2 
Automatic Doors: 2 
Ramp: 1 

 

B. Web page address  
 

System www.firstregional.org 

Branch http://www.firstregional.org/page5.html 
 

C. Map of service area 
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insert map 

D. Hours of operation 
 

 Open: Close: 

Sunday closed closed 

Monday 10:00 6:00 

Tuesday closed closed 

Wednesday 10:00 6:00 

Thursday 10:00 6:00 

Friday 10:00 6:00 

Saturday 10:00 12:00 

Total Open Hours Per Week 34 

E. Statistical information 

1. Circulation by Dewey 10’s 
 

FY 2007 
000 Comp Sci, Knowledge & Sys 12 
010 Bibliographies 3 
020 Library Science 2 
030 Encyclopedias 20 
050 Magazines 0 
060 Associations, Organizations 0 
070 News media, Publishing 3 
080 Quotations 5 
090 Manuscripts & rare books 0 
  TOTAL 45 
      
100 Philosophy 0 
110 Metaphysics 0 
120 Epistemology 0 
130 Parapsychology 36 
140 Philosophical schools of thought 0 
150 Psychology 20 
160 Logic 0 
170 Ethics 3 
180 Ancient, Medieval & Eastern philosophy 1 
190 Modern Western Philosophy 0 
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  TOTAL 60 
      
200 Religion 11 
210 Philosophy of religion 0 
220 The Bible 16 
230 Christianity 19 
240 Christian practice and observance 49 
250 Christian pastoral & religious orders 1 
260 Christian organization 3 
270 History of Christianity 0 
280 Christian Denominations 0 
290 Other religions 26 
  TOTAL 125 
      
300 Social Sciences 28 
310 Statistics 0 
320 Political Science 7 
330 Economics 55 
340 Law 22 
350 Public Admin & military science 6 
360 Social problems & services 97 
370 Education 69 

380 
Commerce, communication & 
transportation 8 

390 Customs, etiquette & folklore 67 
  TOTAL 359 
      
400 Language 0 
410 Linguistics 8 
420 English & Old English 10 
430 German 0 
440 French 0 
450 Italian, Romanian & related 1 
460 Spanish & Portuguese 5 
470 Latin & Italic languages 0 
480 Classical & modern Greek 0 
490 Other languages 1 
  TOTAL 25 
      
500 Science 15 
510 Mathematics 7 
520 Astronomy 8 
530 Physics 1 
540 Chemistry 0 
550 Earth sciences & geology 34 
560 Fossils & Prehistoric life 21 
570 Life Sciences, Biology 13 
580 Botany (plants) 5 
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590 Zoology (animals) 76 
  TOTAL 180 
      
600 Technology 2 
610 Medicine & health 149 
620 Engineering 17 
630 Agriculture 117 
640 Home & Family management 141 
650 Management & Public Relations 30 
660 Chemical Engineering 1 
670 Manufacturing 0 
680 Manufacture for specific uses 6 
690 Building & Construction 7 
  TOTAL 470 
      
700 Arts 17 
710 Landscape & area planning 18 
720 Architecture 19 
730 Sculpture, ceramics & metalwork 3 
740 Drawing & decorative arts 180 
750 Painting 12 
760 Graphic arts 0 
770 Photography & computer arts 0 
780 Music 293 
790 Sports, games & entertainment 68 
  TOTAL 610 
      
800 Literature, rhetoric & criticism 20 
810 American literature  91 
820 English and Old English literature 19 
830 German literature 0 
840 French literature 0 
850 Italian, Romanian & related literatures 1 
860 Spanish & Portuguese literatures 1 
870 Latin & Italic literatures 0 
880 Classical & modern Greek 0 
890 Other Literatures 2 
  TOTAL 134 
      
900 History 1 
910 Geography and Travel 48 
920 Biography & Genealogy 14 
930 History of ancient world 9 
940 History of Europe 34 
950 History of Asia 17 
960 History of Africa 0 
970 History of North America 99 
980 History of South America 2 
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990 History of other areas 3 
  Biography 77 
  TOTAL 304 
      
  TOTAL 2,312 
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2. Circulation by item type 
 

FY 2007   
AC 56 
BIOGRAPHY 59 
CD 247 
CDROM 0 
CDSW 293 
DVD 3229 
E-AUDIO 0 
E-BOOK 0 
EASY 897 
EASY-RDR 2 
EQUIPMENT 0 
FICTION 3271 
FILM  0 
FILMSTRIP 0 
GENEALOGY 0 
JBIOGRAPHY 37 
JFICTION 263 
JNONFIC 287 
JPAPERBACK 144 
LARGE-TYPE 944 
MAGAZINES 238 
MAP 0 
MICROFORM 0 
MM-KIT 1 
NONFIC 1391 
OVERSIZED 0 
POSTER 0 
PUPPET 1 
RECORD 0 
REFERENCE 9 
STORY_TIME 0 
TOY 0 
UNKNOWN 0 
VF 0 
VIDEO 1195 
YFICTION 188 
YPAPERBACK 59 
TOTAL 12,811 
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3. Program statistics 
 

FY 2007   
Programs (in library) 48 
Attendance (in library) 2,198 
Children's programs 46 
Attendance at children's programs 2,125 
Programs (outside library) 40 
Attendance (outside library) 2,883 

 

4. SLP statistics 
 

Date Range: June/July 2007 SLP 
Registrants 

Centers   2 
Birth-K Off-Site 63 
Grades 1-6   37 
Subtotal   100 
Birth-K In-Library 60 
Grades 1-9   138 
Sub-total   198 
Kid total   298 
15-18     
Adult   56 
Grand Total   354 
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5. User Count statistics 
 

FY 2007   
Adult users {5 days} 390 
% of Regional total 3.03 
Juvenile users {5 days} 597 
% of Regional total 7.87 
Total Users {5 days} 987 
% of Regional total 4.82 
Saturday & Sunday only 38 
Total Weekly Circ. 379 
% of Regional total 1.52 
Total Weekly Ref.Ques. 881 
% Regional of total 14.51 
YEARLY TOTAL USERS 53300 
YEARLY TOTAL CIRC 19,725 
YEARLY TOTAL QUESTIONS 45812 
Average Weekly Users 1025 

 
 

 

II.Community Overview 

A. Ride-Around summation 
 

Como is a rural town with a large number of historic homes and 
churches.  Although the town once had more millionaires per capita 
than any other area in the nation, it is now an eclectic mix of 
antebellum homes, trailer parks and subsidized housing.  There are 
three modest trailer parks within a one-mile radius of the library.  There 
is an elderly housing facility with an average of 24 residents.  There 
are two apartment style subsidized housing units.  There are seven 
churches within the immediate vicinity of this branch.  There is an 
active Main Street Business district which includes many upscale 
restaurants and gift shops.  Main Street is also home to the library, 
post office, bank, city hall, police station, fire station, Como Courtyard 
bed and breakfast, 2 hair stylists, and a paint-your-own pottery shop.  
There are three large employers in town. They are Tri-County Farm 
Services, Southern Blind and Shutter Company, and Southern 
Container.  There are three manufactured home distributors in Como 
at the intersection of Highway 310 and I-55.  They are Dick Moore, 
Freedom Homes, and Fleetwood Homes.   Como is home to Lipscomb 
Brothers Livestock Market with auctions held every Wednesday night.  
There are four convenience stores, two of which serve hot food, and a 
package store.   
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B. History of the library 
 

The town of Como has a long history with its love of books.  Long ago 
some ladies of the town created the Immortelle Club to stimulate 
interest in cultural pursuits.  Around 1920, this club created a reading 
circe in which each member of the group purchased a recently 
published book by a noted author.  The group rotated the books on a 
two week schedule until someone fell behind.  At that point some 
shelves were put up in the Como Lumber Co. and the books were 
placed on the shelves.  By 1930 various citizens had contributed 
books to the collection which was free for all to peruse and borrow 
from on the "honor system.  In the 1940's money was left to the Panola 
Co. libraries.  Mrs. Maybelle Bartlett of Como served as the trustee of 
the money from Como.  Through her interest, a real library became a 
reality.  It was opened on Main Street with Mrs. Aline Wagner as the 
librarian.  Books were donated by the Como Study Club and other 
interested citizens.  The library grew and became part of the First 
Regional Library System in 1952 with Mrs. Robert Tate as librarian.  In 
1956 the Town gave the library rent-free space in what is now the old 
Senior Citizen's Building.  In 1964 with Mrs. Fulmer as librarian, Como 
became independent from Crenshaw and they no longer shared a 
librarian.  The present branch was opened on July 24, 1977 at a total 
cost of $96,408.00.  It consisted of reading and reference areas, a 
meeting room to seat sixty, an office, a kitchenette, two restrooms, and 
four storage areas.  In 1994, the Town of Como undertook an 
expansion of the facilities and in April of 1995 the library re-opened in 
its current capacity.   
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C. History of the community 
 

Panola County was established February 9, 1836, and is one of the 
twelve large northern Mississippi counties created in that year out of 
the Chickasaw Cession of 1832.  
 
On February 1, 1877, when Quitman County was created, Panola 
surrendered a small fraction of its southwestern area to assist in 
forming that county, which reduced Panola from an area of 756 square 
miles to its present land surface of 705 square miles. It had a 
population of 27,845, in 1920. Its inhabitants gradually increased in 
numbers from 1850 to 1910, from 11,444 to 31,274. 
Two of the oldest settlements in the county were at Belmont and 
Panola, a few miles apart, and on opposite sides of the Tallahatchie 
River. For several years there was a spirited contest between these 
two towns over the location of the courthouse of Panola County. With 
the advent of the Mississippi and Tennessee (now the Illinois Central 
railroad) Belmont was absorbed by Sardis, and Panola was absorbed 
by Batesville. One result of the above contest is found in the two 
judicial districts of the county, Sardis being the seat of justice for the 
first judicial district, and Batesville for the second judicial district into 
which the county is divided. 
 
Como came up along that same railroad and was established in 1857 
upon completion of the rail.  The historical marker states Como was 
name for Lake Como in Italy.  Many believe it was name thus because 
of a large pond built near the first establishment along the rail that was 
a log store which was used as the post office.  Dr. George Tait was 
one of the first inhabitants in the town of Como along the 
Mississippi/Tennessee railroad.  He donated land for a depot since the 
government  who had taken over the postal service and it came in on 
the rail.  The name Como was transferred for the log store to the 
depot.  For many years the village was known as Como Depot, but at 
sometime was shortened to Como. 
 
Dr. Tait once owned all the land where the town of Como now stands.  
Dr. Tait's personal residence, the Masonic Lodge for which he donated 
the land, and the Railroad Station were the three original buildings 
constituting  the town of Como.  
 
After Dr. Tait's death, his land was sold in lots by his daugther who 
inherited the property.  Thus began the second life of this town.  In 
1882 the town was incorporated.  The first school in town was a 
private school held in the backyard of a prominent resident.  The first 
public school was held in the lower floor of the remodeled Masonic 
lodge in the 1870's.  After the death of the original teacher in the late 
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1880's, a real school was established and built on the location of the 
present Como Elementary School.  In 1922, the old school was torn 
down to make room for the present building.    
 
Como was the site of a prisoner of war camp during World War II. It 
was purchased from the owners by the War Department in 1942. Many 
Italian, then German soldiers were housed at the 1300 acre camp just 
south of Como. After the war ended in 1945, the land was 
repurchased by the original owners: Phil Pointer of Como, Eugene 
Howry and John Klyce of Sardis  

 
 

III.Annual Community Events 
 

Event: Como Opera Guild's OperaUnder the Stars 
Date: September 
Contact 
Information: 

http://www.comooperaguild.com   

 
Event: Christmas Open House and Lighting of Town Tree 
Date: Late November, early December 
Contact 
Information: 

City Hall   
662-526-5106 

 

IV.Business Services 

A. Three largest employers in your community 
 

Name: Thomasville Metal Fabricators 
Address:  307 S Main Street 
Phone #: 662-526-9900 
 
Name: Tri County Farm Services 
Address:  206 Hwy 51 S 
Phone #: 662-526-9100 
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Name: North Panola School District 
Address:  405 Hwy 51 N., Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-2305 

 

B. Health 

1. Hospitals 
 

Name: Baptist of North MS 
Address:  2301 S. Lamar  Oxford, MS 
Phone #: 662-232-8100 
 
Name: Tri-Lakes Medical Center 
Address:  303 Medical Center Dr., Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-563-5611 
 
Name: NW Regional Medical Center 
Address:  1970 Hospital Dr., Clarksdale, MS 
Phone #: 662-627-3211 

 

2. Clinics 
 

Name: Batesville Clinic 
Address:  107 Eureka Street, Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-563-7681 
 
Name: Convenient Care Center 
Address:  555 Hwy 6, Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-578-2030 
 
Name: Sardis Family Medical Clinic 
Address:  111 W. Lee Street, Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-1064 

3. Nursing home / rest homes 
 

Name: Sardis Community Nursing Home 
Address:  613 E. Lee Street, Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-2720 
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Name: Dixie Nursing Care 
Address:  1150 Hwy 6 W., Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-563-1275 
 
Name: Golden Living Center 
Address:  154 Woodland, Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-563-5636 

 

4. Other health related organizations and services 
 

Name: Dr. Deran Cathey, Dentist 
Address:  103 Main Street, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-0222 

 

V.Clubs, Organizations and Neighborhood Associations 

A. Youth organizations and centers 
 

Name: Boys & Girls Club 
Address:  119 E. McLaurin Street, Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-0002 

 

B. Neighborhood Associations 
 

Name: West Como Neighborhood Watch 
Address:  West Como 
Phone #: 662-526-1681 
Contact Person: Kim Talley 
Activities/Programs 
(especially Summer)  

Regular meetings, block parties 

 

C. Civic Organizations 
 

Name: Como Civic Club 
Address:  C/O  Del Ann  2208 Hope Road, Como, 38619 
Phone #: 662-526-0058 
Contact Person: Mrs. Del Ann Billingsley 
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Activities/Programs 
(especially Summer)  

meet September thru May 
various programs and service activities 

 
Name: Como Rotary Club 
Address:  C/O Sam Godfrey, 103 Craig St., Como, 38619 
Phone #: 662-526-6039 
Contact Person: Mr. Sam Godfrey 
Activities/Programs 
(especially Summer)  

Various service events, pancake breakfast, 
sponsor youth for rotary speech competition 

 

D. Clubs – Garden, Country, Hobby 
 

Name: Como Home and Garden 
Address:  PO BOX 282, Como, 38619 
Phone #: 662-526-5582 
Contact Person: Mrs. Joanne Billingsley 
Activities/Programs 
(especially Summer)  

Flower shows, meetings from September thru 
May, flower arrangements during spring in local 
businesses 

 
Name: Como Home Makers 

 

E. Fraternal Organizations 
 

Name: Daughters of the American Revolution 
Address:  http://jamesgilliam.freewebsites.com 
Phone #: email only:  billiebreedlove@aol.com 
Contact Person: Billie Breedlove 
Activities/Programs 
(especially Summer)  

Meet six times a year, the 3rd Wednesday of April 
each year in Como.    

 

F. Housing associations (n/a) 

G. Charitable organizations (n/a) 
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H. Social agencies 
 

Name: Panola County Department of Human Services 
Address:  Family and Children's Services 
Phone #: Main Street, Sardis 38666 
Contact Person: 662-487-2098 
 
Name: Southern Christian Services for Children and 

Youth 
Address:  510 Hwy 51 S, Batesville, MS  38606 
Phone #: 662-563-5518 

 

I. Legal Aid 
 

Name: North MS Rural Legal Services 
Address:  5 County Road, Oxford, MS  38655 
Phone #: 1-800-559-5074  
Contact Person: Minnie Howard 

 

J. Labor unions (n/a) 

K. Veteran’s organizations (n/a) 

L. Cultural Organizations and activities 

1. Art Societies/Councils (n/a) 

2. Dramatic Groups 
 

Name: Panola Playhouse 
Address:  212 Main St., Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-3975 
Contact Person: www.panolaplayhouse.com 
Activities/Programs 
(especially Summer)  

youth theater camp 

 

3. Book clubs/Literary societies (n/a) 

4. Museums (n/a) 
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5. Symphonies/Opera/Music (n/a) 

6. Dance (n/a) 

M. Other (n/a) 
 

VI.Demographics    

A. Population 

1. Numbers 
  

2000 2005 
 (July 1) 

2006 
 (July 1) 

% 
Change 

2000/2006 

% 
Change 

2000/2005 

Panola 
County 34,274 35,217 35,427 3.4 2.8 

Como 1,310 1,321 5,276   0.8 

*Source:  U.S. Census Bureau.  American FactFinder. Population Estimates.   

 

2. Ages 

Panola County:  Population – Ages  (2005 Estimate) 

Ages Number Percent 
Under 5 years 2,731 7.70% 
Ages 5-9 2,530 7.20% 
Ages 10-14 2,618 7.40% 
Ages 15-19 2,755 7.80% 
Ages 20-34 7,580 21.40% 
Ages 35-54 9,485 26.90% 
Ages 55-65 3,425 9.70% 
Persons 65 years and older 4,207 11.90% 
TOTAL 35,331 100% 
** Source:  Census Bureau.  Estimates  
2005     

  
MEDIAN AGE BY LOCATION:  2006     
Panola County 33.6   
  Como 35.4   

 

3. Changes / Trends (n/a) 
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4. Ethnic makeup 
 

ETHNIC MAKEUP:  Panola County 2005 
Ethnic Makeup 2005 Percentage 

  White 17,810 50.4 

  Black 16,951 48 

  Native American & 
Alaska     Native 

52  0.1  

  Asian 75 0.2 

  Hispanic or Latino 483 1.4 

  Native Hawaiian 3 0 

  Persons of 2 or more 
races 

73 0.2 

TOTAL COUNTY 
POPULATION 

  
35,331 

  
 

Ethnic Makeup for Batesville, Como, Crenshaw and Sardis is only available 
for 2000 

 

5. Foreign languages spoken (n/a) 

6. Education levels 
 

Educational Levels:   Panola County 2006 
  Number Percentage 
Less than 9th Grade 2,423 10.93 
9-12 years (no diploma) 4,051 18.27 
High School Graduates 7,312 32.98 
Some College – No degree 3,995 18.02 
Associate Degree 1,494 6.74 
Bachelor Degree 2,137 9.64 
Graduate Degree 761 3.43 

 
Educational Levels:  Age 25+   Communities  2006  (percentage only) 

Location Associate 
Degree 

Bachelor’s 
Degree 

Graduate 
Degree 

Como 4.2 12.9 6.8 
2000 are the latest statistics available for High School graduates for the 
above communities 
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B. Housing 

1. Types of housing in service area 
 

LOCATION OWNER 
OCC. UNITS 

RENTER 
OCC. 
UNITS 

VACANT 
UNITS 

TOTAL 
HOUSING 
UNITS 

NEW 
CONST. 
PERMITS 

Como 304 164 42 510 0 
Source:  Mississippi Development Authority 

 
INCOME LEVEL 2006 PERCENT 

2006 
0 -  $34,999 7,019 53.8 
$35,000 - 
$49,999 2,054 15.7 

$50,000 - 
$74,999 2,213 16.95 

$75,000 + 1,768 13.5 
      

TOTAL NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS:   
13,054 

  
PERSONS BY HOUSEHOLD (2000 data only) 

2.75 
  

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME: 
$32,114  

2. House sales by Zip Code (n/a) 

3. Average cost per square foot for new construction (n/a) 

4. Average size of housing (n/a) 

5. Average number living in a single dwelling 
 

LOCATION # 
HOUSEHOLDS 

AVG. 
HOUSEHOLD 
SIZE 

MEDIAN 
HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME 

Como 467 2.8 $26,074  
Source:  Mississippi Development Authority 
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C. Economic 

1. Unemployment rate 

2. Average income 

3. Percentage of types of jobs 
 

ECONOMIC:  Panola County 
  
Per Capita Income:  $20,017 (2004) 
Average Annual Wage:  $24,959 (2005) 
Unemployment Rate:  8.8% (2007) 
  
Employment by Industry  2007 
Total 
Nonagricultural Manufacturing Non-

Manufacturing 
11,730 2,150 9,580 

Source:  Mississippi Department of Employment 
Security.  February 2007 

 

D. Zip Code map (n/a) 
 

insert map 

VII.Education 

A. Public & Private Schools 
 

Name: Como Elementary School 
Address:  202 Lewers Drive, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-0396 
Webpage: http://npanola.k12.ms.us/como 
 
Name: North Panola High School 
Address:  Hwy 51 N., Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-1070 
Webpage: http://npanola.k12.ms.us/nphs 
 
Name: Magnolia Heights School 
Address:  1 Chiefs Dr., Senatobia, MS 
Phone #: 662-562-5296 
Webpage: http://magnoliaheights.com 
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B. Universities & Colleges 
 

Name: Northwest Mississippi Community College 
Address:  4975 Hwy 51 N., Senatobia, MS 
Phone #: 662-562-3200 
Webpage: http://www.northwestms.edu 
 
Name: University of Mississippi 
Address:  University Dr., Oxford, MS 
Phone #: 1-800-OLEMISS 
Webpage: http://www.olemiss.edu 

 

C. Home School Groups 
 

Name: Northwest Mississippi Home Educators Association 
Address:  218 Est Main St., Senatobia, MS 
Phone #: 662-501-2451 
Webpage: http://www.mhea.net 

 

D. Child Care Services 
 

Name: Faith Temple Daycare 
Address:  28565 Highway 51 
Phone #: 662-526-0103 

 
Name: Kids World Developmental Learning Center 
Address:  307 Church St. Ext., Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-0305 

 

E. Other Libraries (n/a) 
 

VIII.Government 

A. Government Offices 

1. City 
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a) City council 
http://www.firstregional.org./FRLAreaResources.html#Officials  

 
Name: Judy Sumner 
District/Ward: MAYOR 
Address:  404 Coleman Street, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-9647 
 
Name: Clark Gregory 
District/Ward: Ward 1 
Address:  PO Box 743, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-0042 
 
Name: Richard Taylor 
District/Ward: Ward 2 
Address:  PO Box 652, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-5034 
 
Name: Ruby Higgenbottom 
District/Ward: Ward 3 
Address:  PO Box 408, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-5407 
 
Name: Everett Hill 
District/Ward: Ward 4 
Address:  PO Box 174, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-288-9017 
 
Name: Dr. Forester Ruhl 
District/Ward: At Large 
Address:  PO Box 457, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-0248 
 
Name: Scott Rhines 
District/Ward: CLERK 
Address:  City Hall, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-9647 

 

b) City districts (n/a) 

http://www.firstregional.org./FRLAreaResources.html#Officials
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insert map 

c) Fire stations 
 

Name: Como Volunteer Fire Department 
Address:  Main Street, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-5578 

 

d) Police stations 
 

Name: Como Police Department 
Address:  204 Main St., Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-5106 

 

2. County 

a) Board of Supervisors 
 

Name: James Birge 
District/Ward: District 1 
Address:  23955 Hwy 310, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-934-0085 
 
Name: Robert Avant, Sr. 
District/Ward: District  2 
Address:  1332 Avant Rd., Crenshaw, MS 
Phone #: 662-609-2437 
 
Name: Gary Thompson 
District/Ward: District 3 
Address:  7367 Hwy 35, Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-934-4830 
 
Name: Kelly Morris 
District/Ward: District 4 
Address:  2460 Good Hope Rd., Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-934-5077 
 
Name: William "Bubba" Waldrup 
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District/Ward: District 5 
Address:  208 Bruce St., Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-563-3423 

 

b) County districts (n/a) 
 

insert map 

3. State 

a) Senators 
 

Name: H. Nolan Mettetal 
District/Ward: 10 
Address:  PO Box 414, Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-1512 

 

b) Representatives 
 

Name: Dr. Joe Gardner 
District/Ward: 11 
Address:  11084 Curtis Rd., Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-563-7751 

 

c) State districts (n/a) 
 

insert map 

B. Political party organizations (n/a) 
 

IX.Media 

A. Newspapers 
 

Name: The Southern Reporter 
Address:  211 S. Pocahontas St., Sardis, MS 
Phone #: 662-487-1551 
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Name: The Panolian 
Address:  363 Hwy 51 N., Batesville, Ms 
Phone #: 662-563-4591 
Webpage: www.panolian.com 

 
 

B. Radio stations 
Name: WHKL, 106.9 FM 
Address:  8643 Hwy 315, Sardis, Ms 
Phone #: 662-487-1007 
 
Name: WRBO, 103.5 FM 
Address:  Como, MS 

 

C. Television stations 
 

Name: WMAV-TV Channel 18 Oxford 
 

X.Parks & Recreation 

A. Parks (n/a) 

B. Recreation center (n/a) 

C. Major attractions 
 

Name: Como Prisoner of War Camp 
Address:  Como, Ms 
 
Name: Como Courtyard 
Address:  235 Main St., Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-5494 
Webpage: http://www.comocourtyard.net 

 
D. City/County sports leagues 

 
Name: Panola County Parks and Recreation 
Address:  Panola Partnership, 150A Public Square, Batesville, MS 
Phone #: 662-563-3126 
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Webpage: www.panolacounty.com 
 

XI.Religious Groups 

A. Churches 
 

Name: Como Church of Christ 
Address:  201 East St., Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-0266 
 
Name: Holy Innocents Episcopal Church 
Address:  Main Street, Como, Ms 
Phone #: 662-526-5166 
 
Name: Ruffin Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
Address:  14998 Old Panola Road, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-0037 
Webpage: There are several other churches in Como. Please consult 

the yellow pages or the local newspaper 
 

B. Synagogues (n/a) 

C. Mosques (n/a) 

XII.Transportation 

A. Buses 
 

Name: DARTS 
Address:  103 Main Street, Como, MS 
Phone #: 662-526-9922 

 

B. Taxis (n/a) 

C. Airports (n/a) 
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